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June 19, 2011
Congressman FirstName LastName

#### YYYY HouseOffice Building

Washington , DC 20515 

Congressman LastName:

I have been given a copy of some correspondence between Congressman Jim Himes, Connecticut Fourth District, and the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST).  In the letter, the Congressman asks NIST on behalf of some constituents:

 … about the presence of thermite found in dust samples taken from the site of the wreckage [of the World Trade Center]. I would like to know if you found any traces of this chemical compound in your investigations, and if so, what might explain the presence of said substance.

To an uninformed reader, the response from NIST sounds as if it does provide an answer.  However, in truth, the answer was not responsive at all. I would like you, as one of my representatives in Congress, to follow up on this very incomplete and very misleading response on this important issue.

The response from NIST makes three broad assertions that I will characterize as follows:

1) Because thermite is a combination of substances frequently found in office buildings (aluminum and iron oxide), it is not surprising to find such materials in the World Trade Center dust. Therefore, the presence of the ingredients of thermite is of no consequence.

2) The amount of thermite needed to do damage would be such a large quantity that it could not have been brought into the buildings and passed through the ever-vigilant security personnel.  NIST implies that people will always do their official jobs without distractions or bribes. Therefore, it is safe to dismiss any questions about the physical evidence of thermite.

3) Based on observations of the fires, it was fully within expectations that these steel-framed buildings would suffer fire damage and then collapse … utterly and completely all the way down into their basements through all the undamaged supporting structure. The premise of this answer is not borne out in the history of modern architecture concerning steel-framed high-rise buildings, where there has never been a catastrophic collapse due to fire. It appears that this assertion was just another reason for dismissal of the question about thermite in the dust. 

All three portions of the response avoid answering the question that was asked.  This should not be expected, given that NIST access to the same information that the general public does, and more. If NIST had no reason to avoid this evidence they would have discussed it in its reports. Because the second and third portions of the response are not relevant to the question that was posed, we will focus on the first and most significant response given by NIST.

In its reply, NIST also wrote:

Thermite is a combination of a metal powder and a metal oxide, the most common example being aluminum powder and iron oxide (rust), that releases a tremendous amount of heat when ignited. Analysis of the WTC steel for the elements in thermite/thermate would not necessarily have been conclusive. The metal compounds also would have been present in the construction materials making up the WTC towers... 

This response ignores the physical form in which the iron oxide and aluminum were found: nano-sized, intimately intermixed, and accompanied by carbon-containing compounds that could have generated enough gas pressure to be considered explosive.  NIST’s response clearly implies that its engineers are unable to tell the difference between a pile of old Budweiser cans lumped together with rusty pipes, from an advanced nano-engineered incendiary or explosive.  

Furthermore, given its highly energetic chemical state, finding this material in the dust after the events of September 11th would be like finding a partially burned pack of matches in the ashes following a forest fire. A fire investigator who speculated that the matches had nothing to do with how the forest fire was ignited would trigger an investigation of his role in the forest fire. While he could correctly state that the primary elements in matches – cellulose, sulfur, and phosphorus – were very common elements which would typically be found in abundance throughout the forest, that would not be acceptable as a reason to dismiss the matches as relevant evidence.  His assertion would raise ‘alarm bells’ exceeding mere incompetence; it would raise suspicions in anyone who understands the facts.

I have attached a paper
, that analyzes several dust samples, remarks on the presence of iron spheres that have been noted by several independent research teams, and goes on to describe the nano-engineered thermite to which I have referred in this letter. The ultra-fine particles making up these red/gray chips are clearly highly engineered particles. The researchers conclude that these chips are the unreacted residue of a nano-scale thermitic substance known as nanothermite or superthermite.  Its presence in four separate geographically diverse dust samples indicates that there may be large quantities of this unexploded residue in all of the dust from that horrific day. Heating the chips to only 430°C set off a reaction which raised its temperature well above the melting point of iron, producing iron spheres identical to those that were found in the dust by many researchers.

Specifically I would like you to ask the following question, on my behalf, to NIST:

In light of the technical paper describing the presence of particles of unexploded thermite found in dust samples taken from the site of the wreckage of the World Trade Center, I would like to know if NIST found any of these particles in your investigations, and if so, what might explain the presence of this highly engineered material.  If NIST has not previously found samples, would NIST be willing to look at their remaining dust samples to find and identify these very curious specimens?

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

[Signature]

Enclosures:

Attachment #1: Jim Himes correspondence with NIST

Attachment #2: Active Thermitic Material Discovered in Dust from the 9/11 World Trade Center Catastrophe

�  “Active Thermitic Material Discovered in Dust from the 9/11 World Trade Center Catastrophe,” Niels H. Harrit, Jeffrey Farrer, Steven E. Jones, Kevin R. Ryan, Frank M. Legge, Daniel Farnsworth, Gregg Roberts, James R. Gourley and Bradley R. Larsen, The Open Chemical Physics Journal, 2009, Bentham Open Access. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www2.ae911truth.org/downloads/Full_Thermite_paper.pdf" ��http://www2.ae911truth.org/downloads/Full_Thermite_paper.pdf�.
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